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No sign up required. that � particularly in light
of this court's prior decision that such a rule was
not applicable � there was no danger that there
would be an inconsistency with the Supreme
Court's decision in McKesson. To the contrary,
that Court's holding is consistent with the rule
adopted by this court in Pacific Mutual Life
Insurance Co. v. Haslip, 499 U.S. 1, 111 S.Ct.
1032, 113 L.Ed.2d 1 (1991). In Haslip, which
concerns a challenge to punitive damages
awarded by a jury, the Supreme Court held that
"an award of punitive damages in an amount that
is not rationally related to the harm caused to
the plaintiff and the necessity of preventing
similar harms from happening to other potential
plaintiffs" constitutes an excessiveness problem
requiring remittitur. Id., 111 S.Ct. at 1046. The
Supreme Court explained: "If the number of
permissible [punitive] awards is to be limited so
as to avoid truly `outrageous' results, it is
difficult to see why, in an attempt to draw the



line between sufficient and excessive punitive
damages, a State court would not end up with
too many awards that are within constitutional
limits, and too few that are excessive." Id. For
the foregoing reasons, the court reaffirms its
holding that there is no absolute rule prohibiting
juries from awarding punitive damages in cases
such as the one at bar. F. The defendants next
object that the award for punitive damages is not
supported by the evidence. In Riggs National
Bank of Washington, D.C. v. District of Columbia,
581 A.2d 1229, 1246 (D.C.1990), the court
explained: "Punitive damages are awarded to
punish the wrongdoer for his outrageously or
wantonly abusive behavior and to deter him and
others from similar conduct in the future." At
trial, the defendants argued that the punitive
damages award was excessive because there was
evidence that they � like other dentists � were
being forced by the Dental Board to seek out
unnecessary procedures in order to generate
*1315 revenue and to increase their staff size,
and they could have earned $10,000 to $15,000
per year without unnecessarily performing
unnecessary procedures. The defendants also



argued
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